TRV TUE I EE2 S (BEFE245) 1997410 A
FEGHEBWR -V TEENLODEER—

FER R Cht#l)

=2
Etiology and Teleology - from the viewpoint of Greek philosophy -

The aim of this paper is to make it clear that the teleology (the finalism) and the etiology (the
causal theory) are incompatible through considering the original context in which these two
theories were first discussed, that is, Plato’s Paedo, where the true cause is contrasted with the
synaition (sine qua non). Just as Plato distinguished telos as the true cause from other kinds of
causes, Adler, whose psychology is designated as the teleology, in asking ’why’ such and such an
act is done, expects one to answer the aim or the purpose of the act.

It can safely be said that Adler’s teleology is thus the direct successor of the Platonic tradition.
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